A Men’s Group for Sedgefield Steering Group
Minutes from meeting of Tuesday 7 April 2026
Sedgefield Cricket Club

1. Attendees: Graham Price, Kevin McMullan, Mike Ashwell, Neal Mcawlkey, Gary Martin, Nigel Letts, Helen Cunningham
Apologies: Andrew Swinbank, Bob Fillary, David Warwick

2. Purpose of meeting:
To consider progress made to establish a Men’s Group and progress made.

3. Contact has been made with Ashley Ashleigh and Mike from Andies Andys Man Club who hold a weekly meeting on a Monday wherever they are located. Work mainly consists of suicide support and is face to face. They are looking to set up a club in Sedgefield as there is not Not one in Sedgefield but do meet in Stockton and Aycliffe Billingham. They seem to have a different approach to the one we are developing so there is no conflict between the two groups and they should be complementary.To provide links to the group going forward.We will maintain contact and help both to become established.
There is a newl,y established Mens Brew Club at Net Park Café which meets every other 2nd and 4th Thursday – coffee and talk group, advertised as a man’s group.
Opportunity to publicise other local groups via email and ‘What’s App’.

4. Funding:
Graham advised that he had applied for funding from the Sedgefield Town Council for £250. and Will feedback when he has heard back from them
Durham Community Action has arranged a series of online workshops by potential funding bodies. Graham will email the link to the group for anyone to “attend” any of the workshops if they are ablde. Will feedback when he has heard back from them. 
May be other opportunities available but will monitor as group progresses.
Discussion took place around other funding opportunities, Kevin advised that ‘football cards’ are usually well received and a good source of regular income. Kevin advised that he is able to provide these for the open event. Graham to check with the Cricket Club that they are happy for us to have these.

5. Arrangements for Launch/Consultation event
The following items were identified as being required for the night:
Name badges – Mike to supply sticky labels where people can put their names on.
Registration form – to be completed on the day - Helen
Comments book – enable attendees to identify activities/interests going forwards
Boards & ‘Post it’ notes for ideas, comments etc., what can I do to help the group -Graham
Pens, paper – Helen
Discussion took place around the proposed raffle and other funding opportunities, Kevin advised that ‘football cards’ are usually well received and a good source of regular income. Kevin advised that he is able to provide these for the open event. Graham Andrew to check with the Cricket Club that they are happy for us to have these.

Programme – Start 6.15
	              Registration
	              Introduction by Graham
Consultation event with 2 boards: ideas/what I would like to see: and what I could do Leader/helper
                              Raffle ticket/Cards sales
                               Informal games darts/dominos /chat
Feedback (Kev to lead)– 
MWhat’s next?
                               		Brewery & Farm visits – to be confirmed with dates
Promotion of event
	More posters and leaflets need to be distributed and placed 
                 Advertising – 3 x A1 posters for bus shelter – Helen to source
                            Sedgefield News Facebook – Mike

6. Any other business:
Advertising – 3 x A1 posters for bus shelter – Helen to source
                            Sedgefield News Facebook – Mike
Set up a Facebook page or website - ????? Gary offered to undertake Investigate this action
Is Are there any plans to make this a monthly meeting? Meeting felt that we should see how the consultation/launch view this, particularly as the Andys Man Club will meet weekly Discussion to be had at the initial meeting to agree way forward.

7. Date and time of next meeting: 28 April 2026, Sedgefield Cricket Club
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