A Man’s Group for Sedgefield
Notes of meeting held 3 March 2026

1. Attendees: Graham Price – Chair, Ian Grieve, Andrew Swinbank, Bob Fillary, Nigel Letts, Gary Martin, Colin Lowe, Mike Ashwell, Helen Cunningham

2. Apologies: Kev Macmullan

3. Purpose of meeting:

4. Actions from last meeting:

i. Graham attended the Sedgefield Development Trust (SDT) Annual General Meeting and put forward the proposal of setting up the man’s group and whether they could support this group. This would enable the group to sit under their constitution which would enable the group to apply for funding and access to policies, procedures and bank facilities. It was agreed that SDT would be happy to support this as a project.

ii. Promotional leaflet: HC circulated a draft initial leaflet for comment and discussion.

5. Next Steps:
i. Program for consultation event: Potential date for end of April. Discussion around what this would involve and the potential for smaller groups for activities to be arranged/agreed. Keep it informal
ii. Program for events: Andrew to set up a ‘What’s App’ group for attendees which will be used to publicize events and additional meetings.
iii. Book venues: Need to identify other meeting rooms that can be booked and costings. Potential for a monthly meeting initially to get things started. Initial meeting to be booked at the Cricket club for end of April. Date to be confirmed.
HC suggested a Coffee morning to raise funds which would help in generating initial funds for room bookings etc.
iv. Promotion: Information to be completed by Graham for inclusion in Sedgefield News – deadline 14 March 2026.
Leaflets discussed and ideas shared, look at smaller A5 size as well as A4. HC to draft and distribute for comment. 
v. Agree name for group: Sedgefield Area Men’s Social (S.A.M.S.) was agreed name for the group going forward.

6. Any other business: Graham to look at funding opportunities together with Mike as there may be an opportunity for these to be completed by SDT.

7. Date, time and venue for next meeting: 7th April 2026, Cricket Club at 6pm.



